








The Rio Grande Library staff welcomes you to 

your campus library. 

The library is located in the Oregon Center Room 

E100. We are open seven days a week when classes 

are in session and  always have a librarian on duty to  

assist you. 

The Rio Grande Library provides access to books, 

eBooks, journals, magazines, newspapers, and the 

Internet.  We also provide over 100 computers with 

Internet and Microsoft Office for your use.   

In addition, wireless Internet is available throughout 

the campus. 

Please let us know if you need any assistance. 

Welcome 

Rio Grande Phone: 831-4019/4018 Northwest  Phone:  831-8889/8840 

Monday-Thursday 7:30am-8:30pm Monday-Thursday 7:30am-8:00pm 

Friday  7:30am-2:00pm Friday  7:30am-4:00pm 

Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm Saturday  10:00am-4:00pm  

Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm Sunday Closed 

Computer area closes 30 minutes prior to closing.  

Mission del Paso Phone: 831-7040/7057 Transmountain Phone:  831-5098/5092 

Monday-Thursday 7:30am-8:00pm Monday-Thursday 7:30am-10:00pm 

Friday  7:30am-4:00pm Friday  7:30am-5:00pm 

Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm Saturday 9:00-am-5:00pm 

Sunday Closed  Sunday 12:00pm-4:00pm 

Valle Verde 

Phone: 831-2442/2645 

Monday-Thursday 7:00am-10:00pm Friday 7:00am-4:00pm 

Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm Sunday 12:00pm-4:00pm 

 Library Hours  
(You can call to verify hours before visiting the library.) 

El Paso Community College 

Rio Grande Library 
Spring 2015 

www.epcc.edu/library 



Reference Services 

Rio Grande Library 

Reference Librarians are available for consultation 

on reference and research questions and to assist 

patrons in using the computer catalog, the online 

databases, the reference collection or any other 

library resource. 

ASK FOR ASSISTANCE AT THE REFERENCE OR 

CIRCULATION DESKS. 

Library Card 

Validated El Paso County 

Community College District 

identification cards will be used 

as library cards.  When you wish to check out 

library materials, present your validated I.D. 

card along with your material at the Circulation 

Desk.  Your I.D. card may be used at all El Paso 

Community     College Libraries.  Please check 

materials for damage prior to check-out. 

Community User Library cards will be issued to 

current El Paso County residents who are not 

EPCC students, faculty or staff.  Applications are 

available at each library Circulation Desk and 

online.  The card may be renewed every year. 

General circulation regulations will apply to  

Community User library card holders.  However, 

only two items can be checked out at a time. 

(Community Users are not eligible for Resource 

Sharing (Interlibrary Loan)). Video check out at 

Rio Grande is restricted to established borrowers. 

Book/AV Checkout 

 Books check out for 3 weeks.

 Audio Visual Materials check out for

1 week.

 Reference Sources and periodicals are for

use in the library only.

Library fines for each overdue item is 25 cents 

per day.  If materials are not returned, a bill 

for replacement plus a $10.00 processing fee 

will be mailed to the borrower.  The registrar 

will place a hold on the student’s transcripts 

and the student will not be allowed to register 

for the following semester until accounts are 

paid.  

Reserve Materials 

Instructors may place items on Reserve. 

These items are available at the Circulation 

Desk and are for use in the library only. 

Return of Materials 
Return materials to the Circulation Desk 

during the hours that the library is open. 

When the library is closed, return all  

materials in the book drop outside the  

library entrance. Items may be returned 

to any of the EPCC Libraries.   

Online Articles 
The library provides access to thousands of  

journal, magazine, and newspaper articles 

through the Online Databases.  Access is 

available 24/7 for current EPCC students, staff, 

and faculty.  To access off-campus, go to the 

library webpage and click on “Online Data-

bases.”  Choose a database and click on “off-

campus   access.”  Enter your name and EPCC 

ID  number to gain access. 

eBooks 

Hundreds of electronic books are available 24/7 

through the library system.  To access these 

eBooks, go to the library webpage and click on 

“eBook Collection.” Click on the off-campus 

option if you are at home. Search for your eBook 

and click on  “eBook Full Text” to view. 

Books 

Search for Books and Audio Visual materials using 

the Encore Catalog.  Enter the title, author 

name, or keywords in the search box.  The cata-

log displays items held at all 5 EPCC campus li-

braries.   

If you would like to have an item sent from  

another campus to your campus, please fill out a 

request and take it to the Circulation Desk.  This 

service may take up to a week. 

Computers 

Computers with Internet access are available to  

users with a valid EPCC I.D. Stop at the Circulation 

Desk, show them your I.D. and you will be assigned 

to a computer.  Community users may use     

computers with a valid picture I.D.  Users may pay 

for printing with either cash or vendacard.   

 Photocopies 

Photocopiers are available.  Copiers accept coin, 

cash, and vendacards. 
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Govt 2306: State & Local 
Library Resources 

When you are given a research assignment, the first question you may ask is How do I 

get Started?  This handout will provide you with the information you need to get 

started and to use the library to find the information you need. 

Getting Started 

1. Choose a policy topic approved by Mr. Enriquez.  Your instructor has 

provided you with a listing of  policy topics. 

2. Learn more about your topic by finding “Background Information” in 

reputable websites, newspapers, and books. 

 Background information provides you with a brief overview of  

your  topic so that you will have a basic understanding prior to 

looking for books, articles, etc...  

3. Now that you know some information  about  your topic,  write  the   

topic  on a sheet of paper.   

4. Break the topic down into keywords.  Think of as many words as you 

can to describe your topic and what you need to know about it. 

 Example:  Texting should be banned while driving in Texas 

 Keywords:  Texting; text messages, cellular phone, cellular de-

vice, cell phone; driving; distracted driving; motor vehicle; car; 

accident; banned ; law; legislation; Bill; Texas 

5. Find out what kinds of sources you can use:   

 Government documents, academic journals, reliable books, 

newspapers, magazines, and EPCC/UTEP Internet (.edu, .gov, 

.org, .mil) 

 Minimum of 5 different sources for your report. 

 Unacceptable sources include sensational books, newspapers, 

magazines, general encyclopedias, the Bible, propaganda mate-

rials, visual media, direct interviews, and questionable internet 

sites.   

 

If you are unsure, ask Mr. Enriquez. 

KS Spring 2015 

Texas Capitol 

senate.state.tx.us  

http://epcc.libguides.com/government2306
http://epcc.libguides.com/government2306


FINDING ARTICLES 

When you need to search for articles 
you will use the library’s online data-
bases. 

An online database contains  articles 
from  magazines, journals, and 
newspapers that you can find using 
keywords.   

To get started: 

1. Go to the library webpage: 
www.epcc.edu/library. 

2. Click on the “Online Databases.” 

3. You will retrieve listings of data-
bases that are grouped by sub-
ject. 

4. Choose the subject closest to 
your topic: Controversial Issues; 
Newspaper/Current Events; Gen-
eral Interest (good for any topic);  

5. Click on one of the database 
names.  If at home, click on “off-

NEWSPAPER/CURRENT EVENTS 

El Paso Times — Provides access to the full-text of the El Paso Times from 1999-Present. 

Topic:  El Paso is a boring city with little entertainment for young people. 

 Click on El Paso Times. 

 Enter keywords:  El Paso and boring;  El Paso and revitalization 
 

Lexis Nexis Academic—Provides access to over 10,000 news, business, and legal sources. 

Topic:  Texas should legalize casino gambling. 

 Click on Lexis Nexis Academic  

 Enter search terms in the red search box: Texas and Casinos 
 

 

Newspaper Source—Access to more than 389 newspapers including 15 from Texas. 
 

Topic:  Gun Control in Texas 

 Click on Newspaper Source (off campus access if at home) 

 Enter the keywords in the search box:  Gun Control and Texas 

 

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 

Opposing Viewpoints in Context – Great to use for controversial issues.  Provides es-
says that show both sides of the issue.  Also contains magazine, journal, and newspaper 
articles as well as websites and statistics. 

Two easy ways to search: 

  1.  Click on the “Browse Issues” tab to view a listing of categories. 

Topic:  What government can do to decrease teen pregnancies in El Paso 

 Select Teenage Pregnancy from the list of topics provided 

  2.  Search by keyword or subject of your choice in box at the top. 

Topic:  State restrictions on abortion should be repealed to allow pro-choice. 

         Keywords: Abortion; pro-choice; Texas. 

S.I.R.S. Issues Researcher – Provides magazines, newspapers, and reference materials 

  Two easy ways to search 

  1. Database opens to a listing leading issues--- Can select a topic from the list. 

  2. Use the subject or keyword search box to enter your search terms. 

ADDITIONAL 
ONLINE  

DATABASE TIPS 
 

 Select the database 

you would like to 

use by clicking on 

the title. 

 If you are off-

campus, click on 

“Off-campus ac-

cess.” (You will 

need to enter your 

last name and 

EPCC ID) 

 For most databases, 

you will look for a 

search box: 

 Enter keywords 

 Checkmark Full-

Text 

 Click Search 

 Click on the title of 

the article 

 Find the pdf or 

html link to read 

the full-text 

http://lib.epcc.edu/validate?url=http%3A%2F%2F0-ic.galegroup.com.lib.epcc.edu%3A80%2Fic%2Fovic%2F%3FuserGroupName%3Dtxshracd2503
http://lib.epcc.edu/validate?url=http%3A%2F%2F0-sks.sirs.com.lib.epcc.edu%3A80%2F


GENERAL INTEREST ARTICLES 

Academic Search Complete: Provides journals, magazines, and newspa-
pers from 1887-Present 

Topic: College tuition should be controlled by the state legislature 

 Enter your keywords: tuition and Texas;  Then try tuition and Texas 
Legislature (checkmark Full-Text) 

 Click on an article you would like to read. 

 Print, E-mail, or Save the articles you like. 
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BOOKS 

When you need to search for books and videos, you will use the Classic Catalog. 

1. Go to the library webpage: www.epcc.edu/library 

2. Click on “Classic Catalog.” 

3. Search for books by Title, Author, Keyword, or Subject. 

4. Check the location of the book (campus where it is located).  

5. Write down the call number of the book so you can look for the book on the shelf. 

Title:  Enter the title of the book you want to find. 

 Leaving Children Behind: How Texas-Style Accountability Fails 

Latino Youth 

Author: Enter the name of the author (last name, first name) 

 Shapleigh, Eliot 

Keywords: Enter the keywords that describe your topic.  Use the word “AND” in between 

words. 

 Death Penalty and Texas 

Subject: Enter the main idea of your topic. 

 Teenage Pregnancy 

ADDITIONAL LIBRARY 

CATALOG TIPS 

 Check the location of the 

book (campus where it is 

located) 

 You can request that anoth-

er campus send the book to 

your campus (can take from 

a few days to a week) 

 Write down the call number 

of the book so you can look 

for the book on the shelf. 

 

Check if EPCC owns a 
Particular Journal 

 
You may find that a database 
only provides a citation but not 
the full-text article.  To find out 
if we own the full-text article 
on another database or in 
print, try the following: 
 
In Print 
 
 Go to the library homep-

age 

 Click on "Classic Catalog" 

 Right side of page, click on 
"Magazines/Journals/
Newspapers" 

 Enter the journal title 
needed 

 If owned, will show you at 
which campus and the 
years owned 

 
In Electronic Format 
 

 Go to the library homep-
age 

 Click on "Online Data-
bases" 

 Click on "alphabetical list 
of databases" 

 Click on Letter "A" 

 Click on "A to Z index" (off
-campus available also) 

 Enter title of journal in 
search box 

 If owned, will give you 

name of database.  Click 

on it. 

CITATION HELP 

Diana Hacker Research and Documentation Online:   

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/ 
 

EPCC Library Homepage Citation Help and Tutorials: 

www.epcc.edu/library—Click on Citation Help and Tutorials 

 EBOOKS 

Main Library Page—eBook Collection –Select one of the eBook collections (off

-campus if at home) - Enter keywords and search.  Click on the title and then 

look at the full text book. 



FINDING WEBSITES 

ADDITIONAL WEBSITES (TEXAS) 

To get started: 

1. Go to: 

www.google.com 

2. Enter keywords and 

search. 

3. Click on the little gear on 

the right hand side.  

Click on Advanced 

Search. 

 

 

4. Scroll down and find 

“site or domain.” 

5. In that box, you can en-

ter: .gov, .edu, .mil, 

or .org to limit your 

search to these types of 

websites. 

6. Google is good for statis-

tics like teen pregnancy 

rate, high school drop 

out rate, etc... 

Evaluating a Website 
 

The Internet has a lot of 

great resources.  It is im-

portant, however, to evalu-

ate the website to make 

sure it has reliable infor-

mation before using it in 

your paper. 

Author:  Author qualifica-

tions and affiliation. Look 

at “about us” or “who we 

are.” 

Date:  How old is the in-

formation? Updated re-

cently? 

Bias:  Is the information 

biased? Selling you some-

thing? Fact or opinion?  

Domain:  Only websites 

that are .edu, .gov, 

and .org are accepted for 

this paper. 

Wikipedia is not an ac-

ceptable source due to 

the fact that the infor-

mation is constantly 

changing and the au-

thors are not identified. 

Remember: 

“anonymous” sources 

are not allowed. 
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City of El Paso Website:  www.elpasotexas.gov (view the tabs for busi-

ness, visitors, etc…) 
 

El Paso County Website:  www.epcounty.com 
 

El Paso Inc.:  www.elpasoinc.com 

Weekly newspaper news, lifestyle, border business and personal finance.   
 

Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce:  http://www.elpaso.org/ 

   

Borderlands 

EPCC student articles on various El Paso and regional  historic and cultural topics. 

www.epcc.edu/library - Click on Library Research Guides— Click on 

Borderlands.  

WEBSITES (EL PASO) 

Official Website for the State of Texas:  www.Texas.gov 

Handbook of Texas:   http://www.tshaonline.org/ 

Texas Almanac: http://www.texasalmanac.com/ 

Texas Department of Criminal Justice:  http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/ 

Texas Department of State Health Services: https://

www.dshs.state.tx.us/ 

Texas Education Agency: http://tea.texas.gov/ 

Texas Governor: http://gov.texas.gov/ 

Texas House of Representatives: http://www.house.state.tx.us/ 

Texas Legislature: http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/ 

Texas Senate: http://www.senate.state.tx.us/ 

Texas Web Guide: http://web2.airmail.net/danb1/ 

Top 50 Texas Websites:  http://howdyyall.com/Texas/Top50/ 









Citing Resources: Online

Copyright © January 2004 by The General Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin  (Revised 11/2010) 

MLA  (7
th

 ed.)

E-books 

Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of 

the All-American Meal. Boston: Houghton-

Mifflin Trade and Reference, 2001. netLibrary. 

Web. 2 February 2010. 

Encyclopedia Articles 

“Fresco Painting.” Encyclopedia Britannica Online.  

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2003. Web. 16 Dec. 

2003. 

Magazine Articles on the World Wide Web 

Forbes, Daniel. “The Drug War Gravy Train.” 

     Salon, 31 Mar. 2000. Web. 10 Nov. 2010. 

Magazine Articles from a Database 

Conroy, Tom. “The Zit-geist: What Today’s Teen 

     Shows Tell Us About Today’s Teenagers.”  

     Rolling Stone 16 Sept. 1999: 92-94. Expanded 

     Academic ASAP. Web. 10 Nov. 2010.  

Journal Articles from a Database 

Giles, Michael W. “From Gutenberg to Gigabytes: 

     Scholarly Communication in the Age of  

     Cyberspace.” The Journal of Politics 58.3  

     (1996): 613-626. JSTOR. Web. 10 Nov. 2010.  

Newspaper Articles from a Database 

Jacobs, Janet. “Schools Keeping Nuggets Off 

     Menu; Company Insists Chicken Meat is OK.” 

     Austin American-Statesman 12 Feb. 2000.  

     Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe. Web. 10 Nov. 

     2010. 

Web Sites 

“Noam Chomsky Archive.” Znet. Web.10 Nov. 

     2010. 

Barbie Dolls.” The History Channel. 2002. A&E 

     Television Networks, Web. 10 Nov. 2010  

APA  (6
th

 ed.)

E-books 

Schlosser, E. (2001). Fast food nation: The dark 

side of the all-american meal. Boston: Houghton-

Mifflin Trade and Reference. Retrieved from 

http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com 

Encyclopedia Articles 

Fresco Painting. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Retrieved from http://search.eb.com 

Magazine Articles on the World Wide Web 

Forbes, D. (2000, March 31). The drug war gravy 

train. Salon. Retrieved from http://www.salon.com 

Magazine Articles from a Database 

Conroy, T. (1999, September 16). The zit-geist: 

     what today’s teen shows tell us about today’s 

     teenagers. Rolling Stone, 92-94. Retrieved  

     from http://infotrac.galegroup.com 

Journal Articles from a Database 

Giles, M. W. (1996). From Gutenberg to gigabytes: 

     Scholarly communication in the age of  

     cyberspace. The Journal of Politics, 58, 613-626. 

     Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org  

Newspaper Articles from a Database 

Jacobs, J. (2000, February 12). Schools keeping 

     nuggets off menu; company insists chicken meat 

     is ok. Austin American-Statesman. Retrieved  

     from http://www.lexisnexis.com/  

Web Sites 

Noam Chomsky archive. (n.d.) Znet. Retrieved from  

     http://www.zmag.org/chomsky/index.cfm 

Barbie dolls. (2002). The History Channel. 

     Retrieved from http://www.historychannel.com 
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